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McLuhanisms
“The medium is the message”

“When you are on the phone or on the air, you have no 
body” 

“All media exist to invest our lives with artificial perceptions 
and arbitrary values”

“A point of view can be a dangerous luxury when 
substituted for insight and understanding”

“One thing about which fish know exactly nothing is water, 
since they have no anti-environment which would enable 

them to perceive the element they live in”
“First we build the tools, then they build us”

“All media are extensions of some human faculty - psychic 
or physical”

“Ads are the cave art of the twentieth century”
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Point of view & Ideas
, 

McLuhan didn’t have a perspective as such, refusing a fixed 
view point to any question. He’d looked at things from a 

multidimensional approach prespecitve,  to fully understand 
it. By having a single take on anything he’d be contradicting 
his own beleiefs, this is present in his writings as having no 

complex arguement, no real developed idea over time.

“The medium is the message”
A “medium” is any extension of our bodies, minds, or being.

A “message” is anything containing “information” or 
“content”.

Media has the power to change the course of human 
activities and interaction, changing pattern, pace and/or 

scale in cultures or societies.

Hot & Cool Media
Hot media is classed as anytning of a “high definition”, and 

cool of a “low definition”.
High definition media has the characteristic of details 

and sharpness within images, such as photographs and 
(alphabetical) letters; these contain lots of information 

leaving little to do for the user.
Low definition media include forms that are of low detail, 
including cartoons and radio; for cool media there is little 
information, the user must look at what’s visible and filll in 

the blanks.

Global VIlage
“The new electronic interdependence recreates the world in 

the image of a global village.”
The global village is an interconnection with everything. 
This is the idea that the globe has been minimised into 
a village through electronic technologies, this allows for 

instant communication and transfer of data


