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Line length

The length of the lines you set your text at can 
greatly affect its legibility. Set your line length too 
long, and the reader’s eye can struggle to maintain 
its position from line to line (mistakenly skipping,
or re-reading the same line); set it too short  
and your text will look ragged, ugly and lead to 
orphaned and hyphenated words.

There is a general belief that around 50–60  
characters (including spaces) or 5–7 words per 
line is a good rule of thumb. This however isn’t an 
absolute rule and will depend on the context of 
what you’re designing. For example, fine print at the 
bottom of a form may require lots of text within a 
shallow space, so a long line length may help.

Too long
Dr. Strangelove or: How I Learned to Stop Worrying and Love the Bomb, commonly 
known as Dr. Strangelove, is a 1964 black comedy film which satirizes the 
nuclear scare. It was directed, produced, and co-written by Stanley Kubrick, 
starring Peter Sellers and George C. Scott, and featuring Sterling Hayden, Keenan 
Wynn, and Slim Pickens. The film is loosely based on Peter George’s Cold War 
thriller novel Red Alert, also known as Two Hours to Doom. The story concerns 
an unhinged United States Air Force general who orders a first strike nuclear 
attack on the Soviet Union. It follows the President of the United States, his 
advisors, the Joint Chiefs of Staff, and a Royal Air Force (RAF) officer as they 
try to recall the bombers to prevent a nuclear apocalypse. It separately follows 
the crew of one B-52 as they try to deliver their payload.

About right
Dr. Strangelove or: How I Learned to Stop 
Worrying and Love the Bomb, commonly known 
as Dr. Strangelove, is a 1964 black comedy film 
which satirizes the nuclear scare. It was directed, 
produced, and co-written by Stanley Kubrick, 
starring Peter Sellers and George C. Scott, and 
featuring Sterling Hayden, Keenan Wynn, and 
Slim Pickens. The film is loosely based on Peter 
George’s Cold War thriller novel Red Alert, 
also known as Two Hours to Doom. The story 
concerns an unhinged United States Air Force 
general who orders a first strike nuclear attack 

Too short
Dr. 
Strangelove 
or: How I 
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commonly 
known as Dr. 
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is a 1964 
black comedy 


