


Photoshop Layers

Open photoshop and set the workspace to ‘Essentials’ using the button on 
the top right of the toolbar. 

Now go to UniLearn and navigate to TFD1314 -1213 / Learning Resources. 
 

Under Lesson 1, locate and download ‘star.jpg’ file. (right click / save target 
as) and save it to your desktop or flash drive.

Now open this file in Photoshop - File menu/Open or Drag and Drop file on 
photoshop.

Menu Bar Workspace optionsButton Bar

Dialogue boxesToolbar

Timeline (option)



In the layer Dialogue window at the bottom right of the screen, Right Click on 
Background layer. In the dialogue, select ‘Layer from Background’. 

Name the new Layer ‘Original’ and click OK to close the dialogue. 

Create a new layer with the button at the bottom of the Layers Dialogue.
Double click on layer name and rename it ‘Background’. Drag this layer 
below the Original layer. 

Select the Original layer and change the ‘Blending Mode’ drop down just 
above it to ‘Multiply’ - This will make the layer transparent allowing layers 
below to be seen through it.

Using the Lock button at the top of the layers window, lock the Original Layer 
and leave the Background layer unlocked. 
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In the toolbar, click and hold the lasso tool. A list appears.

Select the Polygonal Lasso Tool option. 

Be sure you have Background layer selected

Click and draw around the outline of the star. 

When you get to the end of a shape, the lasso curser will change telling you 
it can close the selection. 

This done, the selection shows with a dotted line. 

If you can’t find the beginning of your lasso, double click and it will close the 
shape automatically. 
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If you need to adjust this selection you can edit the shape in Quick Mask 
mode using the button at the bottom of the toolbar. 

Click on the Set Foreground Colour swatch on the toolbar to change colour. 

Select the Bucket Tool to fill your selection area with colour. 

Selections can be inverted (Shift/Ctrl/I); deselected (Ctrl/D) or feathered 
(Shift/F6) 
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If you need to save a selection, click on the Paths tab of the Layer Window 
and select ‘Make Work Path’. 

Set the tolerance to 0.5 and click Ok. 

Save the path giving it an appropriate name. 

To use a path to create a selection, 

Go to the Paths Menu and find ‘Make Selection’. 
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Build up Layers of colour with relevent names so you can keep track of them. 

Lock unused layers so you don’t accidentaly paint over them. 

From the File Menu, select Save for Web... 

In the Dialogue, name the file and select ‘jpeg’ from the File Type drop down.

Set the quality to 70 and resize the image if needed.

Save the file to a safe location on your Hard Drive or Flash drive.
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Illustrator Layers

Open Illustrator and leave the workspace set to ‘Essentials’. 

The layout is very similar to Photoshop so most of the tools are in familiar 
places.

Go to File/New and create a file using a Web Profile, give it a name and close 
the dialogue.
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Go to File/Place and open the file Star.jpg downloaded from Unilearn. 

In the Layer Window at the bottom right of the screen, double click on the 
Layer and rename it to ‘Original’.

In the Transparency tab of the layers window click on the Blending Mode 
drop down. Select Multiply - You must have the image on the layer selected 
for this to work.

Using the New Layer button, create a  new layer and drag it below the  
‘Original‘ layer. 

Double click on the new layer and rename it ‘Background’.

Lock the ‘Original’ Layer and ensure ‘Background’ layer is unlocked.
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Double click on the fill colour swatch to change the colour. 

Click on the stroke colour and switch it off using the white box with the 
diagonal red line just below the colour swatches. 

In the toolbar, select the Pen Tool. 

Click points to draw colour blocks on the Background layer. 

Build up in named layers so you can keep track of your colours and lock 
areas off.

As with Photoshop you can use the Save for Web dialogue to save the file.
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